
	


Astronomy is one of the oldest of the sciences. It has had a significant influence on cultural development throughout the world and astronomical ideas are often part of everyday life and experience.

What will I study in Astronomy?

The themes covered in the course include:

	Introduction to Astronomy
	Planet Earth

	The Solar System
	The Moon and the Sun

	Observing techniques and space exploration
	Stars and Galaxies


How is the course assessed? 
	Written examination paper        75% of total mark        2 hours long

	 The paper will contain compulsory structured questions of varying length, including calculator based questions and data response questions.  The theory tested will cover the sections outlined in the summary above.

	Coursework                                 25% of total mark

	Students are required to complete two pieces of work:-

Observations           +      Graphical and computer work OR

                                        Constructional work


Why study Astronomy

The GCSE Astronomy course should stimulate the development of curiosity, interest and enjoyment in the subject at the highest levels and will help provide a firm foundation for AS/A2 level study in Science related subjects. 

Recent advances made in astronomical discovery through the application of science and the use of new technology, especially in the realm of space exploration, further illustrate the relevance and value of studying GCSE Astronomy.

Further information about the course can be obtained from the Head of Science.
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