Evaluating Search Engines 

Search Engines






Search Engine
Sponsored
Boolean Searching / Advanced Searches
Images 
Clear Results
Worth Trying?

www.altavista.com






www.ask.com






www.everyclick.com






www.google.com






www.kanoodle.com






www.looksmart.com






www.lycos.com






www.msn.com






www.wisenut.com






www.yahoo.com






Metasearch Engines (Using multiple search engines)






www.dogpile.com






www.mama.com






www.metacrawler.com






www.search.com






For each search engine find out:

· Does it include sponsored results 

· Does it allow boolean searching (using AND / NOT / OR etc.) or have an advanced search feature. 

· Does it have an image searching feature 

· Does the results page show: the address of the website, a short description, a last update, any other features to help you decide on how useful it is.

Now carry out the tasks below based on a research topic you have been given by one of your subject teachers.

1. Carry out two searches using the same search term (keyword). One using the search engine you would normally use, and one using another of the search engines listed above. 

2. Print out the first results page for each search. 

3. Put a * against the site you would normally try looking at first. 

4. Go into each of the top 10 sites listed and assess whether they are likely to include relevant information for your question. 

5. Circle any sites that you think might be useful, score through any unhelpful sites. Highlight the site you think would be the most useful.

Visit Google and type "define: …………." in the search box. (Replace the ……. With your search term/ keyword). Print out the results you get from this search.

If you have time either repeat steps 1-5 using a different search term, or repeat your original search using a different search engine.

