February 2010 
Dear Parent/Carer

You will no doubt have heard the devastating news about the fire which has completely destroyed six rooms in the technology block.  Two further classrooms have been damaged by fire and smoke but these are currently being cleaned and we anticipate that they will be available for use by the end of this week.

We are pleased, that thanks to the hard work of a number of external agencies and the school’s site team, we have been able to open the school again to students in Years 10-13 this week.  Temporary classrooms have already been ordered and will be installed as soon as possible.  Classes have also been re-roomed in an attempt to minimise disruption.  However, in the short term it is impossible to have all students on site at the same time.  We will therefore be re-opening the school next week to year groups 7-9 on a rotational basis whilst still retaining a full timetable for students in Years 10-13.

The rota is as follows:

	DATE
	IN SCHOOL 
	OUT OF SCHOOL

	Monday 1st March
	Years 8, 9, 10, 11, 12, 13
	7

	Tuesday 2nd March
	Years 8, 9, 10, 11, 12, 13
	7

	Wednesday 3rd March
	Years 7, 9, 10, 11, 12, 13
	8

	Thursday 4th March
	Years 7, 9, 10, 11, 12, 13
	8

	Friday 5th March
	Years 7, 8, 10, 11, 12, 13
	9


We are optimistic that we will be able to resume normal timetables for all students very soon.

Coursework

Unfortunately, a number of students will have lost coursework in Art, Media and Textiles which is very disheartening.  I am sure we all feel for these students and staff who have lost artwork and personal belongings.

The school’s Examination Officer has contacted all the exam boards, who have confirmed that they will help us ensure that no students are disadvantaged as a result of the fire.  Individual subject teachers will be able to advise students in examination groups of the procedure in their subject area.

Updates will be posted regularly on the school website to keep you informed.  Students in Year 7-9 can also access independent work from the school website, at local libraries in Heanor, Ilkeston and Oakwood or from school reception.

Thank you for your understanding at this difficult time.

Yours faithfully
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R Howard
Head teacher

