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APPLIED HISTORY GCSE 


This is an innovative new course that aims to integrate both academic and vocational learning into a single award GCSE in History. 

Students will study history from local, national and international perspectives.  The qualification is suitable for anyone interested in history and its relevance to society, the media and the heritage industry. 
There are four units to the GCSE, each of which is assessed separately in different ways.

What will I study and how is the course assessed?

During Year 10 students study two units:

	A core unit on Medieval History: ‘Raiders and Invaders- The British Isles, c.400-1100.

	· This unit focuses on the invasion and settlement of the British Isles by three peoples, The Saxons, The Vikings and The Normans. 

	· It aims to examine the reasons for their invasion and settlement, their degrees of success and their impact on British culture and way of life, both in the short and long term.


This unit is assessed by a four-hour ‘open book’ exam where you will have access to your notes, the library and internet to research an externally set task. 

	A unit on International History: The Holocaust.

	· The unit of study will examine the context, causes and reasons for the significance of the Holocaust

	· The range of interpretations and debates that have arisen about the Holocaust, including the ways in which it has been portrayed in the media and by historians.

	· This unit will involve a trip to the ‘Beth Shalom’ Holocaust Memorial Centre.


The unit is assessed by Coursework which will be internally assessed and externally moderated

During Year Eleven, students will complete two further units which are more vocational in their theme.

	A Unit on Heritage Marketing: Robin Hood

	· This is a vocational unit aimed at developing students’ understanding of how heritage sites are marketed.

	· Students will use their traditional historical skills to carry out research  on an aspect of British History, and then use their organisational and presentational skills to plan a marketing campaign based on their research

	· This unit will involve a trip to Jorvik, the Tales of Robin Hood and Sherwood Forest to assist in their understanding.


Assessment of this unit is by teacher assessment and students will therefore be assessed throughout the unit.

	A Unit on ‘Whose History? Presenting the Past’: The assassination of John F Kennedy

	· This is a vocational unit examining the ways in which the past has been represented and interpreted and the reasons why.

	· The programme of study for this unit will lead students to select and produce a piece of assessed coursework that demonstrates their understanding of how the past is represented and interpreted. 


This unit is assessed by internally marked but externally moderated coursework.

Why choose this course?

This GCSE History course is great for those students who are interested in continuing their study of history, but are interested in taking a more vocational route through their GCSEs. The nature of assessment, with the lack of ‘big’ exams, also suits those students who enjoy research and project based work.

Which skills will I need?

This course will involve a considerable amount of research and collaborative working. There will also be a need for students to work on their own. As such students opting for this course will need to be:

· able to read and write competently

· confident, 

· independent thinkers 

· willing to use their own ideas to interpret the past. 

Why Study History?

The study of history is useful and enjoyable on a number of levels.  It is a valuable course in itself for students to learn about varied aspects of the past and to concern themselves with historical questions and concepts, and it is also excellent preparation for a range of ‘AS’ and ‘A’ Level subjects.  We encourage students to think for themselves, to organise ideas and to analyse material.  It is a useful guide to future leisure pursuits and is welcomed by a wide range of employers. 

It is important to remember that History is a sound academic subject and it is widely regarded as such, but we stress that we welcome students of all abilities.  There is something in the course to appeal to everyone and to that end the department employs a full range of teaching styles and methods.  We are rightly proud of what we do in the department for our wide range of students and their differing demands.
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