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HISTORY GCSE


Students follow OCR History B (Modern World) 

History is a well-established and successful option subject at Key Stage 4.  The course allows students to consider questions of change and continuity, of bias and accuracy and of fact and interpretation.  We also examine issues of local, national and global significance. 

What will I study in History?

	(1) A Core Unit on International Relations, 1919 – 2005 (Paper 1)

	· Were the Peace Treaties of 1919 – 1923 fair?

· To what extent was the League of Nations a success?
· Why had international peace collapsed by 1939?

· Who was to blame for the Cold War?

· Who won the Cuban Missile Crisis?

· Why did the USA fail in Vietnam?

· How secure was the USSR’s control over Eastern Europe, 1948-1989?
· How effective has terrorism been since 1969?
· What is the significance of the Iraq War?
· 

	(2) An in-depth Study on Germany, 1918 – 1945 (Paper 1)

	· Was the Weimar Republic doomed from the start?
· Why was Hitler able to dominate Germany by 1933?
· How effectively did the Nazis control Germany, 1933 – 1945?
· 

	 (3) A in-depth Study on British Social History, 1890 – 1918 (Paper 2)

	· Living and Working conditions in the 1890s
· Liberal Reforms to help the young, old, sick and unemployed
· The campaign to win the vote for women (Female Suffrage)
· How did World War One affect British society?

· The attitude of the British people at the end of the war towards Germany and the   

       Paris Peace Conference



	 (4) A Historical Enquiry Unit on the Role of the Individual in History

	This will be completed as a controlled assessment, and internally assessed, using resources and guidelines issued by the examination board.  Students will be required to assess the immediate and long-term impact of the historical figure, using a range of source materials. 



Together, these units build on the knowledge, skills and understanding acquired at Key Stage 3, looking at history from a variety of perspectives and using a broad range of sources.
How is the course assessed?

This course covers the whole ability range from grades G to A*.  Examination papers are taken at the end of the course in Year 11.

Paper One
=
45%

Paper Two
=
30%

Coursework
=
25%

All students are entered for a single-tiered paper.

Which skills will I need?

History is a subject which involves a considerable amount of reading, of both textbooks and historical sources.  Most assessment is also written, so it is therefore important that all students have adequate literacy skills.  Further to this, successful history students must be confident, independent thinkers, willing to use their own ideas to interpret past events and representations of the past in historical sourses.  Above all, students must be able to think in an analytical manner, questioning evidence and considering alternative viewpoints with regard to cause, causation, consequence and significance. 

Why Study History?

The study of history is useful and enjoyable on a number of levels.  It is a valuable course in itself for students to learn about varied aspects of the past and to concern themselves with historical questions and concepts, and it is also excellent preparation for a range of ‘AS’ and ‘A’ Level subjects.  We encourage students to think for themselves, to organise ideas and to analyse material.  It is a useful guide to future leisure pursuits and is welcomed by a wide range of employers. 

It is important to remember that History is a sound academic subject and it is widely regarded as such, but we stress that we welcome students of all abilities.  There is something in the course to appeal to everyone and to that end the department employs a full range of teaching styles and methods.  We are rightly proud of what we do in the department for our wide range of students and their differing needs.
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