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Why study Information and Communication Technology?
ICT is a fundamental part of our lives. The growth in the use of mobile telephones, portable computers and the Internet is affecting the way we all live and work. This GCSE explores the use of ICT in society and gives you the essential background you need to work and live in a technological society. It will prepare you for life and work and help you to get a job. The course will also provide you with an essential foundation for any further courses including courses specific to the use of computers and new technology such as A-level, AS, vocational and occupational courses.
The specification aims to:
·     Develop the competence of candidates by allowing them to choose, use and design information and communication systems to carry out a range of tasks and to solve problems, making effective use of appropriate principles and techniques.
·     Develop the capability of candidates through a broad and balanced experience of the range of information and communication systems and their applications.
·     Develop the knowledge, concepts and skills which will enable the candidates to evaluate critically a range of information systems, including their own, with an understanding of their capabilities and limitations.
·     Encourage candidates to gather, store, process and present information through activities in a range of contexts. It will also give candidates opportunities to design, implement and document information and communication systems and develop understanding of the wider applications and effects of information and communication technology.
Course Content
The coursework component consists of a portfolio of work (30%) which shows candidates' attainment in obtaining and interpreting different types of information; using, developing and communicating information to meet the purpose of their studies and presenting the results of their work. This is achieved through tasks involving:
(i) information handling;
(ii) spreadsheet modelling;
(iii) communicating information.
The full GCSE course includes a project (30%) in which the candidate submits a report on the solution to a problem which demonstrates his/her information systems capability.
Assessment
Examinations (40%)
Candidates for the full course will be required to sit two theory examination papers set and marked by the WJEC; paper 1 and paper 2. Candidates for the short course will be required to sit only paper 1, which is common to both courses. The foundation tier papers in each case are of 1 hour's duration, the higher tier papers are of 1 hour 30 minutes' duration. 
Coursework (60%)
Coursework for the full GCSE will consist of a portfolio and a project: each worth a 30% weighting in the specification. (Short Course candidates submit only the portfolio which in this case is allocated a weighting of 60%.)
Portfolio of work
Candidates are required to submit a portfolio of their work which shows attainment in obtaining and interpreting different types of information; using, developing and communicating information to meet the purpose of their studies and presenting the results of their work.
Project
The candidate is required to submit a report on the solution to a problem which demonstrates his/her information systems capability. The subject matter will be set internally by the ICT department.
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