
	


What will I study in Music? 

There are three main areas of study

	Area of Study 1 – Performance Coursework 30%

	15%
	1 solo
	Recorded
	End of Year 10

	15%
	1 ensemble
	Recorded
	End of Year 10


Students need only play one instrument of their choice.  Practical tuition in school is available to support students in this area of study.  It is expected that students will participate in extra-curricular ensembles throughout the two year course. 

Students can study any of the following instruments

	Piano
	Violin/Viola
	Drum kit

	Keyboard
	Cello/Double Bass
	Steel drum

	Flute
	Electric Guitar
	Bass guitar

	Clarinet
	Classical Guitar
	Trumpet

	Oboe
	Saxophone
	Tuba

	Voice
	Cornet
	Trombone


	Area of Study 2 – Composition Coursework 30% Exam 15%

	15%
	Composition for your instrument
	Recorded
	January of Year 11

	15%
	Dance music
	Recorded
	End of Year 10

	15%
	Timed composition exercise
	Recorded
	Exam March of Year11


Students study a musical genre for both performance one and composition one.  Here are just a few genres chosen by previous students. 

	Musical Theatre
	Latin American
	1980s Disco
	Waltz
	Film music
	Calypso.

	1990s Rock
	Baroque
	Blues
	Disney
	Big Band
	


All Performance and Composition coursework is marked by the subject teacher, recorded and sent to the exam board. 

	Area of Study 3 – Listening Exam

	25%
	1 hr 30 min
	Written
	May of Year 11


Students study a wide repertoire of musical styles throughout the course and are tested on their knowledge and aural perception under exam conditions. 

Students will participate in regular workshops and will perform, compose and listen to Salsa, Bhangra, Minimalist, African, Indian, Folk and Popular Music. 

	Students who opt for Music at GCSE level will gain a lot of practical experience in various situations.  They must be prepared to work in groups as well as on their own and should realise that self discipline and commitment are the key to success. 
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