	SOCIOLOGY GCSE


What is Sociology?

Sociology is the study of human society and looks at how social factors (such as social class, gender or upbringing) affect behaviour.
Students are expected to reflect on their own experience of the social world in which they live and to apply the knowledge and understanding. 

How is the course structured?

Unit 1: Studying Society; Education; Families

Written paper

1 hour 30 minutes
50% of the full GCSE (100% of the short course)

Examples of topics studied:

· Nature/nurture eg are criminals ‘born’ or created?

· Is society fair?

· What is the “dark side” of family life?

· Do teachers label students?

· How should we research social behaviour?

Unit 2: Crime and Deviance; Mass Media; Power; Social Inequality
Written paper
1 hour 30 minutes

50% of the full GCSE

Examples of topics studied:

· What are the causes of crime?

· Which social groups are most criminal?  Why?

· What role does the mass media play in society?

Careers
Sociology is useful for any career related to working with people, eg teaching, social work, journalism, police, law, public relations, sales, marketing etc.

Further information can be obtained from Miss Rose or Mr Amott
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