Think for Yourself…
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Think for yourself… [1] 

‘Discuss the changes that have taken place in the portrayal of women on television in Britain since 1950’

List 3 possible narrower questions or topics you would try to find out about in your research.
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Think for yourself… [2]
Write the correct references below:

· A book called the guide to British society, published in 2003 in York by MacMillan and written by Jack Brown.

	


· A webpage called the cold war written by TK Chung at the address http://www.thecorner.org/coldwar.htm, which you looked at on 17th November 2008.
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Think for yourself… [3]

A study in 1997 concluded that the MMR vaccination was a cause of autism. The study surveyed 12 children, all of whom were autistic. 

Without knowing anything about the MMR vaccine or autism, what possible problems can you see with this study?
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Think for yourself… [4]
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A journalist uses the following graphs to argue that prices are going up as fast as in 1978. Is he right? What questions would you want to ask about the data?


Think for yourself…[5]
Compare these two headlines: 
‘Elderly residents left housebound…’

‘Workers up to speed with new service…’

The headlines are used in two different newspapers to report the story that a bus service will now miss out two villages on its route, shortening the total length of the journey by 20mins.

How would your opinion of the change to the bus service alter depending on which newspaper you read?

Think for yourself… [6]
‘Either you support CCTV cameras in the toilets or you don’t care about younger kids being bullied.’

What are the problems with this argument?

Think for yourself… [7]
You would like to find out whether people think the school leaving age should be raised to 18. Would you use the following set of questions? Why or why not?

Do you think education and skills are good things to have?

YES

NO

Did you know that around 50% of young people fail to get 5 good GCSEs by the age of 16?

YES

NO

Do you think more young people should have good literacy and numeracy skills?

YES

NO

Do you think the school leaving age should be raised to 18?

YES

NO

Think for yourself… [8]
Read the two statements below. 

‘As many as 35% of 16-year-olds visited pubs last month.’

‘Only 35% of 16-year-olds had been inside a pub during the last month.’

How does each one change the way you think?

· What would the statistics show if they were turned around?


Think for yourself… [9]
24% of young people have been in trouble with the police.

How could this statistic be used to show young people in a positive light?


Think for yourself… [10]
Read the following two statements. Evaluate each one and decide whether it is biased or objective. Explain why?

a)‘I have always believed that the only way to deal with young criminals is a good beating. I spoke to 20 of my neighbours and all of them agreed. This shows that most people are in favour of this type of punishment’

b)’I wondered which method of punishment was the most effective in preventing young criminals from re-offending. I looked at two studies on the effect of different kinds of punishment. I also spoke to 10 young people who had committed crimes. After looking at the evidence I decided that punishments which related to the crime and helped them to think about their actions were the most effective’
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